(GREATER
DANDENONCGS

City of Opportunity

. GREATER DA-\NDENON.G-
) Sustainability
Awards

_—

Cornish College

The Cornish College EcoCentre

‘Make u Difference’ is the Cornish College

motto. Centrdl to this motto are the values of
sustainability that underpin its curriculum; personal,
socio-culturdl, urbun und naturdl sustainability.,

To muke this motto u redlity requires u unigue
learning environment, the Cornish Ecocentre.

Built using u ranyge of recycled und locdl
materidls, the Cornish EcoCentre dllows students
fo leurn und creute outdoors und build their
knowledye buse uround sustuinubility, flora and
faunu, food production, horficulture, und wuste
Management.

The EcoCentre hus u ranyge of feutures provided
for the students. These include u nursery, flower,
veyetuble und native plunt propuydation gurden,
fire-pit guthering spuce, uguuponics system,
chicken, duck und guineu fowl enclosures,
wetlands, an orchard, wortm farms, composting
zohe und bee hives.

All elements of the EcoCentre have du dudl use, ucting us a ledarning resource for dll year levels, while
and enhuncing environmental vdlue. Furthermore, many of the fedtures dure self-sufficient including dill
produce und eyys used for home economics clusses und plunts self-propuyguting.

"Our students’ hunger for knowledygye combined with dedicution and puassion from staff, and support
from our purent and dlumni community has fuelled development at such a startling pace,” says Tom
Humphreys, Grounds Munager.
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Noble Park
Community Centre
Noble Park Community Garden Club

The Noble Park Community Garden Club is

U group of residents with green thumls. The
vibrant garden club members come from u
variety of backgrounds and age groups but are
dll conhected by one love, gurdening!

Starting off us u small group of dedicuted
gardeners, the club has now expunded to
include other activities including u community
swdp Meet, art and craft days and specialist
workshops for everyone.

The expunsion in programs hus resulted in
purticipution from youny children and families,
to seniors with decudes of experience. Aside
from un edsy way to leurn und share fips und
goods, the group offers compunionship und
socidl inclusion.
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Athol Road
Primary School
Closing the Loop on Waste

Athol Roud Primary School’s [atest sustainability project, Closing the Loop is uimed at cutting
wdaste ut the school und reducing wauste sent to landfill.

With over 400 students at the school, wuste is generated VERY quickly. In fact, two-thirds of
rubbish in all school bins could be recycled. That is why the school has taken it upon themselves
to cut wuste und divert us much us possible to be recycled und re-used.

To help achieve this, the school intfroduced a variety of recycling bins including:
e co-Mminyled recyclinyg bins in dll claussrooms, offices und the school grounds

o sOft plustic buy collection bin

e bufttery collection bin

e Mobile phone collection bin

e composting bins.

The plastic buys, co-mingled recyclinyg, butteries und mobile phones ure sent fo wuste
processing facilities for recycling, while compost is put into the school veyetuble gurden which
sells the produce ut school markets.

Since the program beygan in 2017, wauste to landfill has been reduced by over 50% - u greut
achievement that cun eusily be adopted by aunyone in the community.
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Lyndale Greens
Primary School

Towards a Sustainable School

Lyndule Green Primary School’s efforts fowards sustainability were focused on two
themes this yedr, waste and biodiversity.

Their upprouch tfo wuste focused on chunying student uttitudes towards food wuste
and litter. They did this by running a number of programs over the yeur including u
Cleun-up Australia day activity, audits of classroom bins, installation of a compost - S i
gurden und nude food lunches to uddress food puckuying wuste. = !m
The student’s efforts mude u noticeuble reduction in wauste to landfill. As u reward,

students were sent to CERES environmental park to learn more about sustainable
practices fo implement at the school.

To help improve biodiversity ut the school they focussed on dttracting hative birds.
They installed d bird bath in the gurden und formed d student bird watching group.
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William Kwan
and John Hayman

Bee Pollination in Springvale

Willium and John have creuted d redl buzz at the Springvule Community Garden.
Thousunds of bees ure now living at the garden in their new bee hive courtesy of
John and William.

Bees dre responsible for d third of the food we edut. With bee populdations in worldwide
decline it is critical fo ensure their survival and boost populdutions so that they cun
pollinute plunts to produce food. The hew bee hive ut Springvule Community Gurden
is a locul action o a globdl issue.

The resulting bee pollindation uffects the community within a 5km radius of the hives
resulting in huge increuses in pollination rates for flowers und food production (by over
200%) for the gardens in Springvale. Furthermore, Willium and John have educated the
community ubout the benefits of bees through talks ut the commMmunity gurden and u
story feutured in the locul newspuper.

Willium aund John hope to continue their efforts to muximise bee populations ucross
the entire south eustern reyion.
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Carers of Africa
Sleep Well Project

Curers of Africu is a not-for-profit orgunisation bused in Dundenonhy committed
to supporting disadvantauged people from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse
(CALD) buckgrounds und the African community.

The Sleep Well Project is u greut example of uddressing the issue of homelessness
und ylobdl issue of pollution from soft plustic buys. They ure doinyg this by turning
obsolete plustic buys into sleepiny Mats, pillows und curry bugys to give to
Mellbourne’s homeless.

The muts und pillows ure mMade by flutteniny, folding und cutffing the buays, then
weauving them into the findl product. The process uses up to 400-700 plustic bauys
per item which is done by community volunteers. The group acyuired 3.6 million
unused bugys from defunct retdiler Masters.

The products are not only soft, but they dre dlso waterproof, durable, lightweight
aund keep in the hedt. A greut exumple of uddressing u globul issue for u locdl
cuuse for our most vulneruble citizens.
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Dandenong West
Primary School

Habitats and Hollows

Dundenony West Primary School is locuted
d stone’s throw from Fotheringham Nature
Reserve. This provides greut opportunity to
involve students to enhance the biodiversity
of this reserve und that’s exactly what their
project Hubituts for Hollows has done.
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The project’s guiding yuestion wus; How
cuh we cuh contihue the growth and
survival of Australian wildlife in local hative
habitats? Students worked as ‘bioloyists’
with Council’s Paurks and Reserves stuff to
learn about flora, fauna and ecosystems ut
Fotheringhum Reserve.

Students visited Fotheringhum Reserve
forthightly where they surveyed woodlund
creutures, insects, veyetation und birds. At
school, they resedrched wildlife hative to Fotheringhum Reserve and threduts to their survivdl
then prepured un information poster for display at the reserve. Then findlly, the students
consfructed nesting boxes for their chosen unimal (instulled by un arborist) with the intention
of monitoring the impauct on the biodiversity.
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R_esurrection _—
Primary School W i

Resurrections Reduce
and Recycle Program
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Resurrection Primmary School is determined to reduce the uamount of waste in their
school, with students leading the way.

In late 2016, student representatives agreed the amount of rubbish in the school
grounds wus excessive und something had to be done. A recycling program waus
dlreudy operdting but more uction wus required.

Students met with the Deputy Principal to discuss the problem. Immediate action
wdus tuken und u waste audit wus conducted. The audit found that students
generuted u half u wheelie bin of wauste annudlly. This led to the infroduction of u
wdaste minimisation program in 2017,

Led by the sustuinability student leaders and educutor, Hannah Prosser-Matthews, | .,
with support from councils wuste educdation unif, the wauste minimisation program
targeted food wuste puckaying und recyclable materidls,

A range of meusures were introduced to the school, taurgeting dll yeur levels
including educution workshops und incursions on waste reduction (includiny
sessions for purents), hew recycling bins in dll classrooms und orgunic compost
bins. They evenh composed u sony humed “the resurrection recycling rap” pluyed
ut recess to educute the children.

The results are starting to tauke effect with less rubbish and waste seen. With new
actions to come in 2018 it is expected to continue.




