	
Mayoral and Councillor Taskforce Supporting People Seeking Asylum
Minutes – Meeting No. 46 – Tuesday 16 September 2025
1pm-1.50pm, MS Teams

	
Chair: Mayor Cr Thuy Dang (Brimbank)
Attendees: 
VIC:  Mayor Cr Jack Kowarzik (Cardinia), Cr Melinda Ambros (Casey), Sadia Ali (Casey), Mayor Cr Kristine Olaris (Darebin), Shabaz Fattah (Darebin), Peter Johnstone (Greater Dandenong), Ann Ly (Greater Dandenong), Cr Hadi Saab (Kingston), Suzanne Bray (Kingston), Cr Rayane Hawli (Hobsons Bay), Kate Jeffery (Hobsons Bay), Celia Chang (Hume), Deputy Mayor Cr Bernadette Thomas (Maribyrnong), Kara Barnett (Melbourne), Mayor Cr Helen Davidson (Merri-bek), Emma Sampson (Merri-bek), Nelum Buddhadasa (Merri-bek), Janae Scott (Monash), Dalal Sleiman (Whittlesea), Uzma Akhlaq (Whittlesea), Cr Jennie Barrera (Wyndham), Jenna House (Wyndham), Amani Godwin (Yarra); NSW: Linda Guiance (Blacktown), Cr Rochelle Flood (Lane Cove Council), Cr Jody Williams (Northern Beaches Council); Guest: Al Hines (Hobart).
Apologies: VIC: Mayor Cr Jo Armstrong (Ararat), Cr Bob Sanders (Ararat), John Drennan (Ballarat), Mayor Cr Tracey Hargreaves (Ballarat), Suzannah Burton (Ballarat), Mayor Cr Elizabeth Nealy (Banyule), Lisa King (Banyule), Mayor Cr Andrea Metcalf (Bendigo), Nikki Williams (Bendigo), Pinar Maher (Bendigo), Raewyn Afu (Brimbank), Cr Victoria Borg (Brimbank), Cr Virginia Tachos (Brimbank), Elyse Rider (Brimbank), Lynley Dumble (Brimbank), Mayor Cr Stefan Koomen (Casey), Shelley Karpathakis (Casey), Cr Scott Dowling (Casey), Cr Kim Ross (Casey), Amelia Basset (Darebin), Cr Emily Dimitriadis (Darebin), Michele Burton (Darebin), Cr Andrew Katos (Geelong), Sally Beck (Geelong), Mayor Cr Jim Memeti (Greater Dandenong), Cr Sophie Tan (Greater Dandenong), Mayor Cr Jarrod Bell (Hume), Narda Shanley (Hume), Bandana Pandey (Hume), Brooke Hobson (Maribyrnong), Catherine Dwyer (Maribyrnong), Kelsey Laffy (Maribyrnong), Chris Riseley (Maroondah), Mayor Cr Kylie Spears (Maroondah), Paul MacDonald (Maroondah), Heath Pickering (Melbourne), Lord Mayor Cr Nicholas Reece (Melbourne), Rebecca Wringe (Melbourne), Mayor Cr Steve Abboushi (Melton), Petr Svoboda (Merri-bek), Kate Wijeyesinghe (Monash), Tracey Egan (Monash), Mayor Cr Ava Adams (Moonee Valley), Cr Fran Cosgriff (Moonee Valley), Jason Triolo (Moonee Valley), Mayor Cr John Dumaresq (Nillumbik), Ewa Zysk (Port Phillip), Mayor Cr Louise Crawford (Port Phillip), Mayor Cr Di Rule (Queenscliffe Borough), Mayor Cr Mike Bodsworth (Surf Coast), Cr Liz Pattison (Surf Coast), Mayor Cr Scott Rossetti (Wellington), Mayor Cr Andrew Davenport (Whitehorse), Zoe Quinn (Whitehorse), Stephen McKay (Whittlesea), Mayor Cr Mia Shaw (Wyndham), Cr Meca Ho (Yarra), Cristina Del Frate (Yarra); NSW: Mayor Cr Kevin Mack (Albury), Deputy Mayor Cr Jessica Kellahan (Albury), Frank Zaknich (Albury), Cr Kylie King (Albury); Mayor Cr Brad Bunting (Blacktown), Claire Simmonds (Blacktown), Kerry Robinson (Blacktown), Michael Maxwell (Blacktown); Mayor Cr Mark Greenhill OAM (Blue Mountains), Deputy Mayor Cr Romola Hollywood (Blue Mountains),  Cr Brent Hoare (Blue Mountains); Tracy Burgess (Blue Mountains); Garry Starr (Canterbury Bankstown), Graeme Beattie (Canterbury Bankstown); Mayor Cr Bilal El-Hayek (Canterbury Bankstown); Mayor Cr Doug Curran (Griffith), Cr Jenny Ellis (Griffith); Cr Liz Atkins (Inner West); Mayor Cr Darcy Byrne (Inner West), Sue Pym (Inner West); Cr Tina Kordrostami (Ryde); Mayor Cr Ross Kerridge (Newcastle), Cr Elizabeth Adamczyk (Newcastle), Melanie Hill (Newcastle), Petria Jukes (Newcastle); Mayor Cr Tony Mileto (Orange), Cr David Mallard (Orange); Anni Gallagher (Orange), Catherine Davis (Orange); Cr Philipa Veitch (Randwick), Mayor Cr Dylan Parker (Randwick); Mayor Cr Dallas Tout (Wagga Wagga), Deputy Mayor Cr Georgie Davies (Wagga Wagga), Cassandra Webster (Wagga Wagga); Mayor Cr Merri Southwood (Lane Cove); TAS: Mayor Matthew Garwood (Launceston); WA: Mayor Cr Alison Xamon (City of Vincent).



	Item
	Action

	1. Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country 
Chair welcomed online attendees and acknowledged Country.

	-

	2. Endorsement of Minutes of Previous Meeting
· Cr Hadi Saab (Kingston) moved and Dalal Sleiman (Whittlesea) seconded previous minutes.
	-


	3. Membership updates
· City of Monash and Canterbury-Bankstown have downgraded their membership to General and Supporter, respectively. City of Port Adelaide Enfield and City of Hawkesbury have decided to not renew membership for 2025/26.
· [bookmark: _Hlk208925304]New members: Executive member Council - Hobsons Bay Council (Deputy Mayor Cr Rayane Hawli). Supporter members – Northern Beaches Council (Cr Jody Williams), Lane Cove Council (Mayor Cr Merri Southwood and Cr Rochelle Flood).
· New members shared their thoughts and aspirations for joining the Taskforce with the group.

	-

	4. Highlights and outcomes: Back Your Neighbour (BYN) Canberra Delegation 2-3 September
· Chair Mayor Cr Jim Memeti, Executive Council Mayors Cr Thuy Dang and Mayor Cr Helen Davidson, refugee advocates, and council officers—held 13 meetings in Canberra with Federal Members of Parliament and their staff, as well as two refugee service providers. 
· Chair acknowledged the work of delegates who represented Taskforce in Canberra and Sydney meetings.
· Chair, Mayor Cr Helen Davidson, officer Emma Sampson (Merri-bek) and Secretariat provided an overview of meeting outcomes focused on the Back Your Neighbour national advocacy campaign asks, particularly by raising awareness about visa uncertainty and improving access to essential services.
· Upcoming meetings with MPs – available opportunities for Taskforce members to participate. Deputy Mayor Cr Rayane Hawli (Hobsons Bay Council) will be representing the Taskforce at these meetings.

	-


	5. Membership recruitment – Sydney delegation 4-5 September
· Mayor Cr Jim Memeti and Cr Hadi Saab attended seven meetings in Sydney, including one with Capital Cities Lord Mayors and others with Mayor and Councillor representatives from six Greater Sydney councils. 
· Cr Hadi Saab (Kingston) and Secretariat provided an overview of meeting outcomes, which aimed to strengthen the national coalition of Taskforce councils and advance support for BYN.
· Cr Hadi Saab attended an online meeting with Mayor of Ryde Trenton Brown, Cr Tina Kordrostami and CEO on 8 September.
· Upcoming meetings– available opportunities for Taskforce Mayors/Councillors to attend.
· Taskforce will hold an exhibition stand at the LGNSW annual conference in 23-25 November, focusing on NSW membership recruitment.

	 -

	6. Other Business 
· MAV and ALGA joint advocacy – Secretariat has been developing a report on financial costs to local government supporting people seeking asylum. All members are invited to contribute data to the report.
· Taskforce Chair signed joint letter in September with refugee sector to Minister Burke proposing the need for urgent policy reforms around resolving Fast Track and establishing a safety net for people seeking asylum.
· Home Affairs Legislation Amendment (2025 Measures No. 1) Bill 2025 passed early September. This Anti-Fairness Bill allows the Australia Government to circumvent its own rules of natural justice and procedural fairness when deporting people from Australia to Nauru and other undisclosed third countries. 
· Proposed action – Draft letter to Minister Tony Burke from Taskforce expressing disappointment and petitioning so that the legacy caseload individuals are not affected by Bill. 

	-

	7. Next Meeting 
· Early December (date TBC) end-of-year in-person meeting at Melbourne Town Hall; Chair: Lord Mayor of Melbourne Cr Nick Reece. 
· Mid-December (TBC) online meeting for interstate Members.
	Secretariat will send calendar invitation.

	8. Meeting closed 1.50pm
	-
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