	
Mayoral and Councillor Taskforce Supporting People Seeking Asylum
Minutes – Meeting No. 47 – Wednesday 3 December 2025
1pm-3pm, Yarra Room at Melbourne Town Hall

	
Meeting Chair: Lord Mayor Nick Reece (Melbourne)
Attendees: Cr Thuy Dang (Brimbank), Cr Dave Perry (Casey), Mayor Diana Grima (Hobsons Bay), Kate Jeffery (Hobsons Bay), Celia Chang (Hume), Mayor Mohamed Semra (Maribyrnong), Cr Hadi Saab (Kingston), Suzanne Bray (Kingston), Mayor Natalie Abboud (Merri-bek), Emma Sampson (Merri-bek), Nelum Buddhadasa (Merri-bek), Mayor Cr Rose Iser (Moonee Valley), Heath Pickering (City of Melbourne), Kara Barnett (City of Melbourne), Rebecca Wringe (City of Melbourne), Mayor Sophie Tan (Greater Dandenong), Peter Johnstone (Greater Dandenong), Ann Ly (Greater Dandenong), Mayor Libby Stapleton (Surf Coast).
Guests: Rebecca Eckard (Refugee Council of Australia), Mayor Wes Gault (Boroondara), Cr Jane Karslake (Glen Eira).



	Item
	Action

	1. Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country 
Chair welcomed attendees and acknowledged Country. All attendees gave self-introductions.
	-


	2. Endorsement of Minutes of Previous Meeting
     Previous minutes endorsed.
	-


	3. Back Your Neighbour (BYN) 2025 Highlights Presentation 
Mayor Sophie Tan (Greater Dandenong) presents as new Chair of the Taskforce, highlights of BYN 2025 advocacy activities including ALGA 2025 (morning tea and exhibition) and Taskforce delegations in Canberra and Sydney.
Cr Hadi Saab (Kingston) speaks to outcomes from LGNSW annual conference in November:
· 30 new Councillor Friends signed up as supporters
· Two motions on BYN asks by NSW member Councils 
Secretariat presents on BYN advocacy priorities and membership.
Feedback from attendees:
· Mayor Libby Stapleton (Surf Coast) identifies allies like Rural Australian for Refugees
· Lord Mayor Nick Reece (Melbourne) identifies action to recruit via Council of Capital Cities Lord Mayors
	- 

	4. Sector update – Refugee Council of Australia (RCOA)
· Rebecca Eckard (Director of Policy, Refugee Council of Australia) presents on RCOA’s Vision for Refugee Policy Reform
· Priority Issues aligned to Taskforce’s advocacy priorities include:
· Legacy Caseload – Minister Burke since appointment has been looking at changed circumstances and reassessment of claims; individual ministerial intervention is resource intensive. More recently, Minister has heard from community and advocacy groups – agrees within current powers that individuals who arrived between 2009-2014, case by case, if pass character and security assessments, will be granted a 449 visa followed by ROS permanent visa. Refer to Refugee Legal to support people (no cost) who now have increased resourcing for coming months. 45% of the legacy caseload is in Victoria.
· Transitory Group – arrived up to 10 years ago, not allowed to settle in Australia according to Federal policy. 750 people have no solution and currently in Australia, the NZ resettlement pathway has been exhausted.
· Status Resolution Support Service (SRSS) review in January 2026 
· Safety Net

	Taskforce to make submission when SRSS consultations take place in 2026.

	5. Back Your Neighbour 2026
· Secretariat presents key events for 2026
· ALGA 2026 morning tea and exhibition – all members approved for activities to be organized as per previous years ALGA.
· Calls to Action - group activity. What can you do? Suggestions made:
· Speak to local MP- Secretariat to circulate talking points
· Coordinated social media campaign
· Letter to Minister - Small ask to Federal Government for Christmas e.g. welcoming 1 millionth refugee – commit to growing Humanitarian program and Community Support Program (CSP)
· Whatsapp Group for Taskforce members

	Secretariat (Ann Ly) to send actions and supporting resources to all members.


	6. Next Meeting 
· Wednesday 4 March 2026 1pm-3pm online. Chair: Mayor Cr Sophie Tan (Greater Dandenong)
	Secretariat (Ann Ly) to send a placeholder for events


	7. Meeting closed 3pm.
	-
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