	
Mayoral and Councillor Taskforce Supporting People Seeking Asylum
Minutes – Meeting No. 48 – Wednesday 10 December 2025
1pm-2.31pm, Microsoft Teams

	
Meeting Chair: Mayor Cr Sophie Tan (Greater Dandenong)
Attendees: Mayor Sophie Tan (Greater Dandenong), Peter Johnstone (Greater Dandenong), Ann Ly (Greater Dandenong), Lila Yin (Randwick), Cr Charlotte McCabe (Newcastle), Cr Liz Atkins (Inner West), Cr Tina Kordrostami (Ryde), Susan Heyne (Lane Cove), Melinda Leves (Randwick), Cr Dr Elizabeth Adamczyk (Newcastle), Cr Olivia Barlow (Inner West), Mayor Merri Southwood (Lane Cove), Linda Guiance (Blacktown).
Guest: Rebecca Langton (Refugee Council of Australia), Gillian Wilkins (Central Highlands Regional Council), Cr Karen Hunt (Campbelltown), Cr Brian Mattiske (Forbes Shire).



	Item
	Action

	1. Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country 
Chair welcomed online attendees and acknowledged Country.

	-

	2. Introduction of participants 
· Chair welcomed new member Council – City of Ryde
· Attendees introduced themselves

	-

	3. Endorsement of Minutes of Previous Meeting
· Peter Johnstone (CGD) endorsed and Ann Ly (CGD) seconded minutes.

	-


	4. Back Your Neighbour (BYN) 2025 Highlights 
Mayor Sophie Tan (Greater Dandenong) presents as new Chair of the Taskforce, highlights of BYN 2025 advocacy activities including ALGA 2025 (morning tea and exhibition), Taskforce delegations in Canberra and Sydney.
Outcomes from LGNSW annual conference in November:
· Conference attended by 1000+ delegates and 124 Councils
· 30 new Councillor Friends signed up as supporters at the BYN exhibition stand
· Two motions passed by LGNSW on BYN asks by NSW member Councils, Lane Cove and Orange.
Secretariat presented overview of BYN advocacy priorities.
	- 

	5. Sector update – Refugee Council of Australia 
· Rebecca Langton (Manager, Refugee Council of Australia) presents on RCOA’s Vision for Refugee Policy Reform
· Priority Issues aligned to Taskforce’s advocacy priorities include:
· Legacy Caseload 
· Transitory Group – Individuals who arrived in Australia up to 10 years ago and, under current Federal policy, are not permitted to settle permanently. Approximately 750 people remain in Australia with no available resolution pathway, as the New Zealand resettlement option has now been fully exhausted.
· Status Resolution Support Service review in 2026 
· Safety Net – people without access to health care, income support.
· Other opportunities:
· Refugee Welcome Zones – a national initiative coordinated by the RCOA
· National Anti-Racism Framework | Australian Human Rights Commission – opportunity for Councils to sign on Joint statement. 

	-


	6. Back Your Neighbour 2026
· Secretariat presents key events planned for next six months, including ALGA 2026, Palm Sunday and Refugee Week.
· Calls to Action. What can you do? Suggestions made:
· Cr Tina Kordrostami (City of Ryde) - refugee stories for social media

	Secretariat to circulate resources for key actions.


	7. Other Business
	-


	8. Next Meeting 
· Wednesday 4 March 2026 1pm-3pm online. Chair: Mayor Cr Sophie Tan (Greater Dandenong)
	Secretariat will send calendar invitation.


	9. Meeting closed 2.31pm
	-
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