	
Mayoral and Councillor Taskforce Supporting People Seeking Asylum
Minutes – Meeting No. 50 – Thursday 7 May 2026
1pm-2.36pm, Microsoft Teams

	
Meeting Chair: Mayor Cr Sophie Tan (Greater Dandenong)
Attendees: Carly McLennan and Rani Param (Bayside City Council, NSW); Cr Bob Fitzgerald OAM and Linda Guiance (Blacktown City Council, NSW); Stephen Sibanda and Cr Victoria Borg (Brimbank City Council, VIC); Sadia Ali (City of Casey, VIC); Cr Angela Villella and Shabaz Fattah (Darebin City Council, VIC); Ann Ly, and Peter Johnstone (City of Greater Dandenong, VIC); Cr Rayane Hawli and Ben Pollard (Hobsons Bay City Council, VIC); Celia Chang (Hume City Council, VIC); Suzanne Bray (Kingston City Council, VIC); Jacqueline Berthold, Susan Heyne, and Mayor Merri Southwood (Lane Cove Council, NSW); Cr Janet Pearce (Macedon Ranges Shire Council, VIC); Lizbeth Gonzalez (Maribyrnong City Council, VIC); Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece (City of Melbourne, VIC); Emma Sampson (Merri-bek City Council, VIC); Nandini Sengupta (City of Monash, VIC); Aniela Pepe (Randwick City Council, NSW); Clr Tina Kordrostami (City of Ryde, NSW); Libby Stapleton (Surf Coast Shire Council, VIC); Mayor Alison Xamon (City of Vincent, WA); Dalal Sleiman (City of Whittlesea, VIC); Mayor Preet Singh and Nikki Dolling (Wyndham City Council, VIC).
Guests: Rebecca Langton (Refugee Council of Australia)



	Item
	Action

	1. Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country 
Chair Mayor Cr Sophie Tan welcomed online attendees and acknowledged Country.
	-



	2. Endorsement of Minutes of Previous Meeting
Previous minutes endorsed by Cr Rayane Hawli (Hobsons Bay) and Peter Johnstone (Greater Dandenong).
	-


	3. Updates 
· Palm Sunday 29 March 2026
Melbourne event attended by Lord Mayor Nick Reece, Cr Rayane Hawli, Cr Gladys Liu, Merri-bek and Greater Dandenong officers. Video recap available on social media www.instagram.com/backyourneighbour. Cr Rayane Hawli (Hobsons Bay) commented on event highlights.
· New General member Council – Bayside City Council (NSW), Rani Param, Manager of Community Life spoke briefly about the rationale for their joining the Taskforce.


	-

	4. Back Your Neighbour Canberra 23-25 June 2026 delegation
· Secretariat provided information about Taskforce’s Canberra Delegation logistics. Taskforce delegates will be supported by policy expertise from Human Rights Law Centre and Refugee Council of Australia.
· Attendees voted on lived experience EOIs received.
· Vote results Applicant 5 and Applicant 2.
· Members to distribute meeting invitation to Federal MPs for 24-25 June. Secretariat has circulated meeting invitation letter template. Members agreed that this is compulsory for all Taskforce Mayors and Councillor delegates.
· ALGA Back Your Neighbour Exhibition Stand roster is live and members attending the NGA 2026 are encouraged to participate.
· Back Your Neighbour Morning Tea on Wednesday 24 June Torrens Room, National Convention Centre. Secretariat has distributed calendar invitation. Invite to be also sent from Chair to peak body LGNSW, MAV and ALGA presidents.

	Whatsapp Group for delegation – participating Councillors to join this group.

Members to distribute BYN meeting invitation to Federal MPs for 24-25 June.

	5. Other Business
· Refugee Week events – Opportunities to raise awareness about BYN
· Greater Dandenong in partnership with SisterWorks and Multicultural Advisory Committee to hold a Refugee Week lunch at Dandenong Civic Centre with key stakeholders invited.
· Whittlesea A Million Stories – Refugee Week 2026 community event on 18 June 2026 at Plenty Ranges Arts and Convention Centre, South Morang.
· In City of Casey 
a. Online campaign (14–20 June 2026) featuring refugee and asylum seeker stories
b. SMA Refugee Settlement Think Tank Report release: 23 June (TBC), based on stakeholder engagement, highlights challenges and gaps in settlement, intended to inform future planning and policy
c. Community grants (Diversity and Harmony category) - Funding for local multicultural organisations. Supports programs and Refugee Week events, focus on building community capacity across Casey.
· In Merri-bek, Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre to hold their celebration for refugee week. Council will also host a networking event/celebration to mark this occasion and to welcome people seeking asylum to our Council, creating a supportive and safe space. these attendees are service users at local Asylum Seeker Service- Brunswick Asylum Seeker Welcome Centre to learn more about what Council does. 
	All members to let Secretariat know if you need collateral e.g. pledge posters, flyers for events.



	6. Next Meeting 
· Wednesday 17 June 1pm-2pm online – Delegates meeting
· Tuesday 7 July 1pm-3pm online. Chair: Mayor Cr Sophie Tan
	Secretariat to send calendar invitation.


	7. Meeting closed 2.36pm
	-
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