Greater Dandenong Australia Day Awards 2027 – Nomination Form
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Do you know someone who is making a difference and
deserves to be celebrated? Nominate them now!To nominate, please note the following:
· Nominee must live, work, study or have a significant connection to Greater Dandenong. (An individual Nominee does not require to be an Australian citizen). 
· Community groups may nominate their own organisation. However individual nominees cannot nominate themselves and must be nominated by another person. 
· Previous nominees may be nominated again.
· At least one referee (preferably two) must be provided. Referees cannot be the nominator or family member of the nominee. Referees may be contacted to provide additional information.
· Individuals and groups may be nominated for more than one award category; however, a separate nomination form must be submitted for each award category. 
· Nominees aged 18 years and over must be willing to undergo a Victorian Police Check.
· Nominations are assessed by an independent assessment panel. 
· If no suitable nomination is received for a category, the panel reserves the right not to present an award.
· A nominee can receive only one award in any given year, even if nominated in multiple categories. 
· Nominees must agree to be featured in Council communication and promotional activities.
· For more information, please visit: greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au/australia-day-awards or contact austday@cgd.vic.gov.au 


Assessment Focus
For all award categories (except the Living Treasure Award), nominations will be assessed primarily on the significance and impact of the nominee's contribution during the 12 months preceding the award year, while recognising that their involvement may have commenced earlier.
Award Presentation
Award recipients will be announced at the Greater Dandenong Australia Day Awards Ceremony on Tuesday 26 January 2027.
Nomination Form 
Nominate people who have made a positive contribution to the community in areas such as community service, education, the environment, the arts, sport, and civic participation.
Select which award you are nomination for:
	
	AWARD
	       CRITERIA 


	☐
	Community Leadership Award
	Recognises an individual who has demonstrated outstanding leadership through voluntary, charitable or community-based activities that have made a significant positive impact on the community.

Eligibility:
Must be 16 years of age or older.
Individuals only. 


	☐
	Young Leader of the Year
	Recognises a young person who has made a significant positive impact through leadership, initiative and commitment, delivering meaningful benefits to their peers, a community group or the wider community.

Eligibility:
Aged 16-30 years on 26 January 2027.


	☐
	Volunteer of the Year
	Recognises an individual who has demonstrated exceptional dedication to supporting the community through outstanding and consistent volunteer service.

Eligibility:
Individuals only.


	☐
	Sports and Active Living Award
	Recognises an individual or community group that has improved health, wellbeing and participation in sport, recreation, active living or healthy lifestyles through inclusive, innovative or sustainable initiatives.

Eligibility:
Individuals and community groups.


	☐
	Community Group of the Year
	Recognises a community group that has delivered significant positive outcomes through innovative programs, services, activities or initiatives that strengthen and support the community.

Eligibility: 
Community groups only.


	☐
	Environmental Sustainability Award
	Recognises an individual or group that has demonstrated leadership and impact in environmental sustainability, climate action, conservation, or environmental awareness.

Eligibility:
Individuals and groups.


	☐
	Living Treasure Award
A lifetime achievement award
	Recognises an individual whose long-standing dedication, service and leadership have created a lasting positive legacy for the Greater Dandenong community.

Current active involvement is not required, provided the nominee's contribution has had a significant and enduring impact.


	☐
	Arts and Creativity Award
	Recognises an individual or group that has demonstrated excellence, initiative and leadership in arts and creativity, contributing to Greater Dandenong's cultural vibrancy and community engagement.

Eligibility:
Individuals and groups.


	☐
	Diversity and Inclusion Award
	Recognises an individual or group that has demonstrated outstanding leadership in advancing diversity, inclusion and belonging, creating opportunities for participation, connection and equity across the community.

Eligibility: 
Individuals and groups.






	Your Details (Required)

Your name and organisation (if applicable): Click or tap here to enter text.
Address: Click or tap here to enter text.

Phone: Click or tap here to enter text. Email address: Click or tap here to enter text.


	Who are you nominating? (Required)

Nominee name and organisation (if applicable): Click or tap here to enter text.
Address: Click or tap here to enter text.
	
Phone: Click or tap here to enter text. Email address: Click or tap here to enter text. 


	Referee Details 
(At least one referee required. Please note Referees cannot be the nominator or family member of the nominee).

Referee name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Phone: Click or tap here to enter text. Email address: Click or tap here to enter text.

Additional Referee Details
Referee name: Click or tap here to enter text.
Phone: Click or tap here to enter text. Email address: Click or tap here to enter text.


	Diversity and Inclusion Information (Optional)

This question applies to individuals’ nominees only.

To help us understand who is engaging with our awards program and to improve accessibility, equity and inclusion, we invite nominators to answer the following optional questions about the nominee.

This information will be used for reporting and program improvement purposes only. It will not influence the assessment of nominations and will not be provided to the selection panel. Responses will only be accessible to authorised program administrators and will be handled in accordance with our privacy obligations.

Does the nominee identify with any of the following? (Select all that apply).
 ☐ Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
 ☐ Culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) background 
 ☐ LGBTQIA+ 
 ☐ Person with disability 
 ☐ None of the above 
 ☐ Prefer not to say






Application Form Questions 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk198109639]How does the nominee meet the award criteria? (250 words maximum).
Describe the nominee's contribution and how it aligns with the selected award category. Include relevant examples of activities, initiatives, projects, leadership, volunteering, advocacy, mentoring, achievements or community service undertaken by the nominee. 
	Click or tap here to enter text.













2. [bookmark: _Hlk198109650]What impact has the nominee had within the Greater Dandenong community? (250 words maximum).
Describe the outcomes and impact of the nominee's contribution. Consider who benefited, what changed or improved because of their efforts, and any lasting outcomes, achievements, awards, recognition or broader community benefits.
	Click or tap here to enter text.
















Nominator Checklist
Before submitting your nomination, please ensure you have:
· Selected the most appropriate award category for the nominee.
· Confirmed the nominee lives, works, studies, or has a significant connection to Greater Dandenong.
· Read the award criteria and ensured the nominee meets the eligibility requirements for the selected category.
· Obtained the nominee's consent to be nominated.
· Confirmed the nominee is willing to undergo a Victoria Police Check (if aged 18 years or over).
· Ensure the contact details for yourself and the nominees are correct (double check email addresses). 
· Gathered sufficient information about the nominee's achievements, activities and contributions. 
· Provided specific examples demonstrating how the nominee meets the award criteria. 
· Clearly described the impact and outcomes of the nominee's contribution to the Greater Dandenong community. 
· Focused on contributions and achievements made within the past 12 months (where applicable). 
· Included any significant achievements, recognition, awards or measurable community outcomes that strengthen the nomination
· Included details of any significant achievements, recognition, awards or community outcomes.
· Provided at least one referee (preferably two).
· Confirmed referees are not immediate family members of the nominee and are not the nominator.
· Advised referees that they may be contacted to support the nomination.
· Completed all sections of the nomination form.
· Submitted a separate nomination form for each award category (if nominating for multiple categories).


Declaration 
I agree that the information provided in this nomination is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and is an accurate representation of the nominee.
I confirm that, I have informed the nominee and two independent referees of this nomination and obtained their permission for their personal information provided to be used by Greater Dandenong City Council in accordance with the Privacy collection Notice.
Name:  Click or tap here to enter text.
Signature: Click or tap here to enter text.
Date: Click or tap here to enter text.
Submit your nomination to Council by Monday 5 October 2026
Post: Greater Dandenong City Council, Festivals and Events, PO Box 200, Dandenong, VIC 3175
Online application: greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au/australia-day-awards
Email: austday@cgd.vic.gov.au 






Privacy Collection Statement
Personal information collected by Greater Dandenong City Council is used for municipal purposes as specified in the Local Government Act 2020 and will be used solely for the purpose in which it was collected or a directly related purpose. Personal information will be stored securely for as long as administratively required, at which point it will be deidentified and destroyed. It will not be disclosed to any external party without your written consent, unless required or authorised by law. If you fail to provide the requested information, Council may be unable to provide certain services. If you wish to access or amend your personal information, or if you believe your personal information has been breached, please contact Council’s Information Privacy Officer on 8571 1000. Greater Dandenong City Council is strongly committed to the responsible handling of personal information and is compliant with the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 and the Health Records Act 2001. A copy of Council's Privacy and Personal Information Policy is available on Council’s website at https://www.greaterdandenong.vic.gov.au/information-privacy
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Nominations close on Monday 5 October 2026, 11.59 pm
Email austday@cgd.vic.gov.au or phone 8571 5090 to find out more.
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