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4.3 OTHER

4.3.1 Draft Minutes of Disability Advisory Committee Meeting - 4 July 2022

File Id:

Director Community ServicesResponsible Officer:

Draft Minutes of Disability Advisory Committee
on 4 July 2022

Attachments:

1. Report Summary

At the Council meeting held 23 April 2018, Council resolved in part to invite Advisory Committees
and Reference Groups to submit meeting minutes for Council endorsement. This resolution also
allowed interested Councillors (and those that attend these Committees and Reference Groups) to
speak to the meeting about items discussed at these meetings.

2. Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that the draft Minutes of the Disability Advisory Committee meeting provided
in Attachment 1 to this report be noted by Council.
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3. Background and Proposal

Greater Dandenong Council is represented on a wide range of Committees, Reference Groups and
Advisory Groups which frequently reflect the interests of individual Councillors in serving the broader
community in their role. A full listing of these appointments is confirmed each November at Council’s
Annual meeting to elect the Mayor and Deputy Mayor and is available via Council’s website.

The resolution of Council made on 23 April 2018 provides for Minutes of meetings held by Advisory
Committees and Reference Groups to be submitted to Council for information purposes, for noting
and for endorsement (not adoption).

As such, the draft Minutes are provided as Attachment 1 to this report.

There are no financial implications associated with the development and submission of this report.

4. Community Vision 2040 and Council Plan 2021-25 – Strategic
Objectives, Strategies and Plans

After consultation with the Greater Dandenong community on what kind of future they wanted for
themselves and our city, the Greater Dandenong People’s Panel developed a new Community Vision
for 2040:

The City of Great Dandenong is a home to all.
It's a city where you can enjoy and embrace life through celebration and equal opportunity.
We harmonise the community by valuing multiculturalism and the individual.
Our community is healthy, vibrant, innovative and creative.
Our growing city is committed to environmental sustainability.
Welcome to our exciting and peaceful community.

4.1 Community Vision 2040

This report is consistent with the Community Vision 2040 and its accompanying principles:

Safe and peaceful community
Education, training, entrepreneurship and employment opportunities
Sustainable environment
Embrace diversity and multiculturalism.

4.2 Council Plan 2021-25

The Council Plan describes the kind of future the Council is working for, and how Council will
do this over four years. This report is consistent with the following strategic objectives:

A socially connected, safe and healthy city
A city that respects and celebrates diversity, our history and the arts
A city of accessible, vibrant centres and neighbourhoods
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A city that supports entrepreneurship, quality education and employment outcomes
A Council that demonstrates leadership and a commitment to investing in the community.

5. The Overarching Governance Principles of the Local Government Act 2020

Section 9 of the Local Government Act 2020 (LGA2020) states that a Council must in the performance
of its role give effect to the overarching governance principles.

The establishment of the Disability Advisory Committee and the work that it undertakes gives particular
consideration to the following overarching governance principles:

priority is given to achieving the best outcomes for the municipal community, including future
generations (section 9(b) of the LGA2020);
the municipal community is engaged in strategic planning and strategic decision making – many
advisory committees and reference groups have community members as participants (section
9(d) of the LGA2020);
innovation and continuous improvement is pursued (section 9(e) of the LGA2020);
collaboration with other councils, governments and statutory bodies is sought – many advisory
committees and reference groups have representatives attending from these organisations
(section 9(f) of the LGA2020);
the ongoing financial viability of Council is ensured (section 9(g) of the LGA2020);
regional, state and national plans and policies are taken into account in strategic planning and
decision making – diverse representation within these groups ensures this occurs (section 9(h)
of the LGA2020); and
the transparency of Council decisions, actions and information is ensured by this regular reporting
mechanism (section 9(i) of the LGA2020).

6. Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities

All matters relevant to the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities have been
considered in the preparation and are consistent with the standards set by the Charter.

7. The Gender Equality Act 2020

The Gender Equality Act 2020 came into operation on 31 March 2021 and requires Councils to take
positive action towards achieving workplace gender equality and to promote gender equality in their
policies, programs and services.

Council’s Diversity, Access and Equity Policy and theGender Equality Act 2020 have been considered
in the preparation of this report but are not relevant to its contents because it is a reporting mechanism
only.

The report does not have the potential to influence broader social norms and gender roles nor does
it benefit any one gender group over any other.
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8. Consideration of Climate Change and Sustainability

One of the overarching governance principles of the Local Government Act 2020 is that the economic,
social and environmental sustainability of the municipal district, including mitigation and planning for
climate change risks, is to be promoted.

In January 2020, this Council joined a growing number of cities around Australia and declared a
“Climate and Ecological Emergency” and committed this Council to emergency action on climate
change. Council has developed a Climate Change Emergency Strategy and Action Plan 2020-30 to
help the City of Greater Dandenong become a resilient, net zero carbon emission city with an active
community prepared for the challenges of changing climate.

This report has no impact on Council’s Declaration on a Climate and Ecological Emergency, Council’s
Climate Change Emergency Strategy 2020-2030 or the requirements of the Local Government Act
2020 in relation to the overarching governance principle on climate change and sustainability because
it is purely administrative in nature and is a reporting mechanism only.

9. Recommendation

That Council notes the draft Minutes of the Disability Advisory Committee Meeting as provided
in Attachment 1 to this report.

MINUTE 546

Moved by: Cr Tim Dark
Seconded by: Cr Bob Milkovic

That Council notes the draft Minutes of the Disability Advisory Committee Meeting as provided
in Attachment 1 to this report.

CARRIED
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Advisory Committee or 
Reference Group Name: 
 

Disability Advisory Committee (DAC) Meeting 

Date of Meeting: 
 

Monday 4 July 2022 

Time of Meeting: 
 

4.00pm – 5.30pm 

Meeting Location: 
 

Dandenong Civic Centre - 225 Lonsdale St, Dandenong 
Meeting Room 2NE/NW 
Microsoft Teams 
 

 
Attendees: 
Frank Cutuli (Chair), Catherine Rampant, Deborah Lee, Lyn Bates, Norma Seip, Pradeep 
Hewavitharana, Manager Community Care (City of Greater Dandenong [CGD]), Coordinator 
Community Access (CGD), Disability Planning Officer (CGD), and Community Advocacy Officer (CGD) 
 
 
Apologies: 
Cr Rhonda Garad, Cr Angela Long, Director Community Services (CGD) and Sharon Harris 
 
Minutes: 
 

 
Item No. 
 

Item Action Action By 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
The Manager Community Care welcomed 
everyone to the meeting and asked for 
nominations for Chair. Frank Cutuli nominated by 
Deborah Lee, seconded by Pradeep 
Hewavitharana. The Committee congratulated 
Frank on his appointment as Chair.   
 

  

2. Previous Minutes & Business Arising 
• Apologies noted 
• The Coordinator Community Access 

provided an update on recruitment of 
additional members of the DAC with a 
report to Council for endorsement of new 
members scheduled.  

• The Disability Planning Officer provided an 
update about the recent Disability and 
Climate Change forum which has been very 
positively received by the 12 people in 
attendance. 

• The Disability Planning Officer provided an 
update on Council’s Walk Against Family 
Violence to be held in person this year, for 
the first time since 2019. Officers are 
advocating to Council’s Preventing Family 
Violence and Gender Equity Committee to 
consider if one of the guest speakers on the 
day is from Women with Disabilities Victoria 
due to research showing a higher incidence 
of Family Violence perpetrated on women 
with disabilities.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Advocacy to Council’s 
Preventing Family 
Violence and Gender 
Equity Committee to 
consider guest speaker 
from Women with 
Disabilities Victoria. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CGD 
Manager 
Community 
Care 
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3.  Planning for the Southern Region Disability 
Inclusion Celebration and Expo  
The Coordinator Community Access provided an 
outline of the activities planned at the City of 
Greater Dandenong and at Casey and Cardinia. 
Feedback was sought on various suggestions 
including venues which will be fed back to the 
organising Committee. Members of the DAC will 
be encouraged to promote the events when the 
information is finalised.  
 

 
 
Share promotional 
material when 
available. 

 
 
CGD 
Community 
Inclusion 
Officer 
(Disability) 

4.  Employment  
The Disability Planning Officer provided a 
summary of the completed Disability Work 
Experience Project report, Growing Employment 
Opportunities for People with Disabilities in CGD. 
The Committee was shown a video put together 
by the Municipal Association of Victoria, 
highlighting the achievements of the projects 
across Victorian Councils and features a CGD 
staff member and a CGD intern. 
 
The Committee congratulated Council on the 
achievements of the project and requested the 
link to the video be provided.  
 

  

5.  NDIS Update/Members Issues 
Committee members discussed various aspects 
of the NDIS including social activities and support 
for people to attend activities that are not 
disability specific. Discussion was also held on 
the impact of changes to the Social, Community, 
Home care and Disability Services (SCHADS) 
award.  
 

  

6.  CGD Disability Policy Review 
The Community Advocacy Officer presented the 
finalised Diversity, Access and Equity policy to 
the Committee that was endorsed by Council in 
2021. He explained that advice from Council 
officers was that the standalone Disability Policy 
has been superseded by the new Diversity, 
Access and Equity Policy, as it provides a clear 
set of principles and actions for all of Council. The 
policy is broad, addressing multiple diversity 
issues including disability and is further 
strengthened by the Disability Action Plan. The 
Access and Equity policy is embedded into 
Council practice and is considered with each 
report to Council.  
 
Committee members provided feedback and 
agreed with the advice that it is not necessary to 
have a Disability Policy as well as an Access and 
Equity policy.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coordinator Community 
Access to implement 
process for 
discontinuing the 
Disability Policy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CGD 
Coordinator 
Community 
Access 

7.  Other Business 
The Community Advocacy Officer sought input 
from the Committee about the review of Council’s 
Gambling Policy.  

 
Provide feedback to 
Manager of Community 
Care. 

 
Committee 
Members 
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A Committee member requested information 
about emergency support to people with a 
disability, following the Disability and Climate 
Change forum. A discussion was held about 
Council responsibilities for emergency 
management, and it was agreed to discuss this 
further at a future meeting.  

Coordinator Community 
Access to invite 
Emergency 
Management team to 
future meeting.  
 
 

CGD 
Coordinator 
Community 
Access 

 
Meeting Closed at 5.30pm 
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